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National Coalition for Public Education Denounces Ruling in Espinoza v. Montana Department of 

Revenue Case  
 

The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Espinoza v. Montana Department of Revenue guts provisions 
that exist in the three-quarters of state constitutions that protect taxpayers from being forced to pay 
for private, religious education. 
 
This damaging decision delivers a serious blow to public education. During the Trump Administration 
private school voucher advocates like Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos have been unable to push 
an unpopular federal voucher program through Congress, even when there were Republican 
majorities in both chambers. But now the Supreme Court has opened the door for voucher 
proponents in states to aggressively pursue the diversion of taxpayer dollars to private schools—
schools that can pick and choose who they educate and are not accountable to taxpayers. Now more 
than ever, as our country tries to rectify our history of racial injustice, we need to invest in our public 
schools that welcome all children and unite our communities, not in private schools that further 
divide us. 
 
Public schools are a cornerstone of our communities, and bring together all students regardless of 
economic status, disability, religion, or any other factor. Our nation cannot afford to waste taxpayer 
money on a privately run education system, particularly one that fails to improve academic 
achievement, when we are underfunding the public school system that educates 90% of American 
children. Public money should fund public schools. 
 
This ruling should galvanize families, educators, taxpayers – everyone who values the fundamental 
role public schools play in our society – to push back against the privatization of the public education 
system. 
 
Founded in 1978, the National Coalition for Public Education supports public schools and opposes the 
funneling of public money to private and religious schools through vouchers, tuition tax credits, 
education savings accounts, and portability.  
 


