
   

   

   

   

 

 

NCPE Opposes the Hunter Amendment #487 

The Hunter Amendment would create a $10 million school voucher program for military 
dependent children with special education needs. We genuinely support the goal of improving 
educational opportunities for military children with special needs, however, creation of a 
voucher program is more likely to undermine—rather than improve—education for these 
students. 

Vouchers poorly serve students with disabilities. Students with special needs who use 
this voucher would not be provided with the same services and rights as they would receive in 
the public schools under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

 Students accepting vouchers would not be guaranteed to receive all of the services 
that are listed on their individualized education plans (IEPs) and are not guaranteed the 
same due process rights. 

 A voucher for students with special needs also runs contrary to IDEA’s fundamental 
purpose as a civil rights law—to bring students with disabilities into the public school 
system, provide them access to the general education curriculum, and protect against 
the history of exclusion of students with disabilities from public schools. 

 Students accepting vouchers would not be guaranteed to receive all of the services 
that are listed on their individualized education plans (IEPs) and are not guaranteed the 
same due process rights. 

Groups representing families with special needs children soundly reject voucher 
programs. Disability groups ranging from Autism National Committee to The Arc are firmly 
opposed to having public funds diverted to private schools that do not have to comply with 
IDEA or ESSA when educating students with disabilities.  

Vouchers for highly mobile students are impractical. Military children will, on average, 
attend between six and nine schools from grades K-12. The high mobility rate of this 
population makes the implementation of a voucher impractical for both students and school 
districts. The difficulty of ensuring that dollars are captured and recouped when students leave 
a school year mid-year is amplified for students with disabilities who, studies of voucher 
programs show, often are forced to return to the public schools because the private schools 
they attend cannot property meet their needs. 

Vouchers will only help families with the financial means to cover the full cost of 
tuition. The National Center on Learning Disabilities analyzed the average tuition costs for 
private schools that specialize in educating students with disabilities and found that it could 
cost $29,000 or $39,000 in some private schools designed to serve students with learning 
disabilities. A $7,500 voucher will not do much to ensure most military families can afford a 
private school education for their child with special needs.  

http://www.c-c-d.org/fichiers/CCD_Scott_Voucher_bill_response.pdf
https://www.ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/SV-ESA-TI-Hidden-Costs.pdf


 

 

Vouchers are ineffective education policy. All of the problems inherent to voucher 
programs also apply to this program. These include a lack of accountability, the loss of 
students’ of rights and protections – in particular, the loss of IDEA rights for students with 
disabilities, and declines in students’ educational outcomes. 

Public funds should fund public schools. Congress would better serve all military-
connected families by fully funding our public schools instead of diverting federal funding into 
private voucher schools that do not provide students with their full IDEA rights nor are 
accountable for how students with disabilities learn and perform. 

These funds are needed for other DoD purposes. These vouchers would be paid for from 
funds designated to the Defense Environmental Cleanup Fund, which is used to clean 
environmental contamination at sites run by the Department of Defense. The fund is needed 
to clean-up 39,000 unique sites across more than 5,000 present and former military locations 
in every U.S. state and territory. According to a recent GAO report, this fund is already greatly 
underfunded.  

This amendment has been tried before and failed. In 2011, 35 Republicans voted against 
an almost identical amendment offered by Rep. Hunter for a pilot program. The rationale for 
voting against this is the same: 1) this creates a major new burden on the Department of 
Defense during a time when dollars and personnel must be spread thinly, 2) the organizations 
that represent families with special needs children are firmly against this proposal, 3) this will 
hinder the mission of the Department to focus on military readiness and/or other critical 
issues.

 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona-education/2017/04/08/arizona-voucher-expansion-private-schools/100147404/
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-18-94
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-18-94
https://www.brookings.edu/research/on-negative-effects-of-vouchers/
https://www.propublica.org/nerds/data-get-an-inside-look-at-the-department-of-defense-struggle-to-fix-pollution
https://www.propublica.org/nerds/data-get-an-inside-look-at-the-department-of-defense-struggle-to-fix-pollution
https://www.gao.gov/highrisk/us_government_environmental_liability/why_did_study#t=1
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2011/roll344.xml

